
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 

 

Air raid: an attack by enemy planes dropping bombs. 

Anderson Shelter: a small shelter constructed from    

corrugated steal, usually in people’s gardens, to protect people 

in air raids.  

Blackout: A wartime ban on streetlights and other lights at 

night, to reduce the risk of bombing by enemy planes.  

Blitz: A prolonged period of German air raids on Britain. From 

the German ‘blitzkrieg’ which means ‘lightning war’.  

Fascism: A political system where the strength of the country is 

more important than the well-being of the   people. Often ruled 

by dictators with unlimited power through suppression of any 

opposition and strict control of society.  

Fuhrer: German word meaning ‘leader’ or ‘guide’. The title Hitler 

gave himself in 1934 when he gained absolute authority in 

Germany.  

Propaganda: Information, especially of a biased or      

misleading nature, used to promote a political cause or point of 

view. 

Rationing: Controlling the supply of food, clothes, petrol and 

other products to avoid or reduce shortages.  

Spitfire: A British aircraft, particularly used during the Battle of 

Britain and known for its speed and agility.  

Treaty of Versailles: The agreement that Germany signed when 

they surrendered at the end of World War II. Germany had to 

pay a significant sum of money and had to reduce the size of 

their army. Many people blamed the treaty for causing   

economic ruin in Germany 
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 Above: Remains of a house after a 

bombing raid during the Blitz 

 
 Below: Enigma machine 

 “Success is not final, Failure is not fatal, it is the courage to continue 

that counts”                           

                                                   Winston Churchill 

 
 Below: A rationing book 

 
 Below: A Spitfire fighter plane 

 Below:  

 ‘It is not truth that matters, but victory’ – 

Hitler (performing Nazi salute below) 

Below: children being evacuated 


