
WALT identify the features of an Autobiography.

WILF: 
- Read the example text carefully 

– Box up the different features of an autobiography 

+ Explain their purpose.

Tuesday 12th May 2020



Please complete the SPAG 
homophone sheet for this week –
you will need to fill in the correct 
commonly confused word in the 
gaps.

“SPAGtacular” Starter



An autobiography is a non fiction piece of writing (has facts 
and is about something real, not fictional) about a person who 
was, or is, alive. 

An autobiography is written in first person, so it is usually
about yourself. We are writing ours in role this term, as if we 
were a Pharaoh in Ancient Egypt. This is in first person (I).

A biography is different, as it is written about someone else 
that lived by another writer. It is written in third person 
(they).

What is an Autobiography?



Chronological order means in the order of when it 
happened. E.g starting in 2010 and ending in 2020.

Time connectives: Last year, yesterday, in 1995

Features of an autobiography.

As this is about a life, it needs facts! Facts about
specific events,
places, times or dates and achievements are needed. 
We want to learn about them, with a personal twist.

If it’s an autobiography, they’re still alive! 
What do hey want to happen next? (I told you
we’d time travel!)



Boxing up…
Today we are going to identify the 

different features by reading 

through carefully, underlining them 

and labelling them.

Example (Extract from Boy, Roald 

Dahl – https://www.roalddahl.com):

Location
Time connective

Interesting introduction

Written in chronological order – each paragraph happens later on his timeline.

Telling us
time has 
passed

Describing specific events in life

Early memories

Reflecting on page’s events in conclusion and changing to present tense.



Your Activity

Please use these features to 

box up Matilda’s 

Autobiography! ☺ Find as 

many features as you can, 

outline them with a ruler 

and label them.

Challenge: explain why each 

feature is useful.

What is the purpose of an 

autobiography?


