THIE ANGLO=SAXONS KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER

Diagram - Anglo-Saxon Routes Kingdoms, Battles and Life in the Anglo-Saxon Times
East Anglia was a small independent kingdom Kev Fact:
o y Fact:
Map of Anglo-Saxon Routes f Q of the Angles, which was formed in the 6t Where? The swampy ‘Fens’
L ° East Anglia Century in the wake of the Anglo-Saxon The Easst of separated much of
After the Romans left Britain, it 0%, settlement of Great Britain. It was incorporated England East Anglia from the
became more open to invasion. 7 into the Kingdom of England in 918. other kingdoms.
The Anglo-Saxons were made up 9 Mercia was a large Anglo-Saxon kingdom that Key Fact:
of people who rowed across the was centred around the River Trent. For 300 Where? After invasions by the
North Sea from an area that is now Mercia years (between 600 and 900AD) Mercia English Vikings, much of
northern Germany, Denmark and dominated England south of the River Humber midlands Mercia “6“5 °"|°5°’bed
the Netherlands. These people — a period known as the Mercian Supremacy. into Danelaw.
were from three tribes: the Angles, Wessex was an Anglo-Saxon kingdom in the Where? Key Fact:
the Saxons, and the Jutes. The south of the country. A number of famous Sout:r:r; d Wessex ceased to
Angles settled in northern England Wessex Wessex kRings have become prominent figures South West- exist after King
and East Anglia. The Saxons settled in history, including Alfred the Great and England Harold’s defeat in
in large sections of southern Areas of Britain the Egbert — the first King of England. 1066.
England. The Jutes, meanwhile, settiers occupied Northumbria was another medieval Anglican Where? Key Fact:
dobted fH hire. K Angles kingdom. It was originally made up of two North-eastern The name
adopted areas of Hampshire, Kent, . h n
and the Isle of Wight <= Jutes Northumbria separate kingdoms — Bernicia (from around England and Northumbria means
’ <@w» Saxons Cumbria) and Deira (from around York) — south-eastern ‘thet Eeﬂole 'I‘:"t,h of
until the two united around the year 654. Scotland ¢ Humber.
King Alfred the Great defeated the Vikings in Key Fact:
878 AD, and had them sign a treaty, which Where? The Vikings did not
Danelaw governed that the Vikings stick to their own North and East | give up on ruling
Famous Anglo-$axons land in north and east England — this section of England all of England, and
land became known as the Danelaw. eventually did!
Alfred the Great (849-899 AD) Edward the Elder (874/877-924 AD) At the Battle of Edington, an Anglo-Saxon Key Fact:
Battle of army led by King Alfred the Great defeated When? Af::::"b‘:gd;zg:t::ém
Alfred the Great was an Anglo-Saxon king of Edward the Elder was the son of Alfred the Edington the Great Heathen Army, a collection of Viking May 878 AD mode':o accept
Wessex, who was famous for his victories against | Great, and was King of Wessex from 899 until his warriors led by Guthrum. Alfred as his leader.
: the Vikings. Alfred, a great military mind, made | death in 924. He_was invc_)lved in sevc_erql bqttles_ ‘ This battle took place in the village of When? Key Fact:
strategical changes to ensure that Wessex stood strong, throughout the time of his father’s reign, and this continued Battle of Stamford Bridge, in the east riding of Yorkshire. 25/09/1066 — Harold’s army was
where_ other kRingdom:s fell to th_e _Vihipgs. He eventually throughout his qwn reign. His succession tq the th_rone was Stamford Bridge King Harold of England defeated a Viking witizls; ;gln;ifciifd Wizf:flt:ti fglvtze
established Danelaw to keep Vikings in the east. He was also | threatened by his cousin Ethelwald, who sided with the army led by Harald Hardrada Viking era Battle of Hastings
deeply interested in learning — he translated texts from Latin | Viking. The two battled numerous times, until Ethelwald was - -
. . . . 3 weeks after the Battle of Stamford Bridge, Who? Key Fact:
to English, and began to develop law across the land. eventually Rilled in battle at Holme in Essex. Battle of King Harold was killed by the Normans at the | willom tacame | The common belief that
Saint Bede the Venerable (673AD-735AD) Egbert (Ecgherht) (771/775AD-839AD) Hastings Battle of Hastings. William of Normandy, who | known os Wiliam HG;ﬂi:;ﬁﬁ::e:'y ':si'san
Saint Bed k h fS . became the first Norman King. the Conqueror. unproven.
aint Bede was a monk at the monastery of St. Egbert (also spelt Etherht) was King of Wessex The British forests had all that the Anglo- How? Key Fact:
Peter and St Paul in the Kingdom of from 802AD until his death in 839AD. He was the ; ; Ahole was placed in | The biggest house in
i . Saxons needed to build their houses. They were P ’
Northumbria. Bede travelled to several monasteries as a first monarch to establish a stable and extensive Houses . the roof to allow each village was
. . - small wooden huts with straw roofs, and one ; reserved for the chief of
oung boy, being lucky to avoid the plague that killed most i smoke from cooking
young boy, g Y plagu 1 rule over Anglo-Saxon England, and as a result is often room in which the whole familv lived. fire to escape. the village.
at Jarrow monastery. He was an author and scholar, and his ferred t the first Ki f Enaland: after his victories i y
Y. an . »an referred to as the first King of England: after his victories in Most Anglo-Saxons were pagans, believing in Who? Kew Fact:
most famous work: The Ecclesiastical History of the English Mercia and Northumberland he was recognised by the title ; ; : Augustine Y o
. . ] - s - . . lots of different gods, until the Pope in Rome ) Churches built at this
people, led to him being named ‘The Father of English Bretwalda (‘ruler of the British’). A year before he died, he Religion ' Augusti i in507AD, | Pecamethefint | S were normall
History. He was also a skilled linguist and translator. defeated a combined force of the Danes and Cornish sent over Auguistine as a missionary, in 397AD. archbishop of de of wood,
. Slowly, the country became Christian. Canterbury made of wood.
Edward the Confessor (777BC-859AD) Harold Godwinson (1022AD-1066AD) Anglo-Saxons enjoyed huge feasts. They ate How? Key Fact:
Food bread, meats such as pork and lamb, ;‘:&:‘;z::‘t”t‘; Extra animal fat
Edward the Confessor was the last but one of the | Harold Godwinson, often called Harold Il, was the vegetables such as carrots and p::rsmps, and | oke bread and was ”‘;‘:’:ifuel oil
: Anglo-Saxon kings, known for his deep religious | last crowned Anglo-Saxon King of England. He drank milk and beer! p°"‘°'9:- ps.
faith, which governed all aspects of his life. It is rumoured had a short reign, lasting from 6" January 1066 Men wore long-sleeved tunics made of wool or A 'I'“_’;" Key Fact:
that Edward promised the throne to up to four different until his famous death at hands of the Normans in the Battle linen, and these were often decorated with ;%Ze ;:‘;?s Belts were used to
potential heirs before his death. This led to the eventual of Hastings (on 14t" October of the same year). Only weeks Clothes patterns. Women would wear an underdress of clothes from hang tools and
successor, Harold Godwinson, inheriting an unstable throne. before, he had successfully repelled an attack from the linen, and an outer pinafore-like dress called a natural small weapons
Many belief this triggered the downfall of Anglo-Saxon rule. | Danish leader Harold Hardrada at Stamford Bridge. ‘peplos.” Shoes were made of leather. resources. from.

Anglo-Saxon Timeline

1066 AD — At the Battle of
Hastings, the Normans defeat
the Anglo-Saxons.

410 AD - The
Romans leave
Britain unguarded.

455 AD - The Kingdom of
Kent is established
(primarily by the Jutes).

477-495 AD — The 547-586 AD- The Kingdom:s of
Kingdoms of Wessex and  Northumberland, East Anglia, and
Essex are formed. Mercia are formed.

597 AD - St. Augustine arrives 802 AD — Egbert
in Britain and introduces becomes the first

people to Christianity. King of England.

1016-1035 AD — Canute
the Great — the first
Viking Ring - rules

871-899 AD - Alfred
the Great rules.




Other Key Vocabulary \

wattle and daub | Anglo-Saxon building process. ‘Wattle’ refers to long sticks
which were woven into a wall and ‘daub’ refers to mud or
manure which was smeared over the wattle structure for fill
in all of the gaps.

Cyning The Anglo-Saxon word for king — pronounced koo-ning.

Sutton Hoo The site of two early Anglo cemeteries dating from the 6th to
7th centuries near Woodbridge, in Suffolk, England.
Archaeologists have been excavating the area since 1938. One
cemetery had an undisturbed ship burial with a wealth of
Anglo-Saxon artefacts.
Push and Pull The factors that drive migration; push factors push people to
Factors leave a place and pull factors attract people to a new place.
Examples of push factors could be war, lack of resources and
lack of work, poor climate. Examples of pull factors could
include political stability, a better climate, job opportunities,
a better quality of life.
Letters of the alphabet used by Anglo-Saxons (the futhorc
alphabet). Comprised of straight lines as these were easier to
carve.

Bretwalda ‘Over King’ or king of several kingdoms. Over the course of
Anglo-Saxon domination, several powerful kings claimed this
title, declaring that they were the most powerful king.

Scots The Scots, who came form Ireland originally, invaded and
took land in what is now Scotland. They split Scotland into
four separate countries: Del Riata, Pictland, Strathclyde and
Bernicia.

The Picts were a group of peoples who lived in what is now
northern and eastern Scotland (north of the Firth of Forth).
Their territory was never taken over by the Anglo-Saxons,
and so was never under their rule.

Beowulf An Old English epic poem about a legendary warrior,
Beowulf, from Geatland (now Sweden) who travelled to
Denmark to slay a monster.

Within each kingdom, there were a number of
distinct roles in Anglo-Saxon society, each with its
own level of importance.

King - The leader of each kingdom.
The most senior figure.
Thane - The second most important

figure, a thane was the lord of his
village and his job was to help the kings
to rule the land.

Churl - These people lived freely in
the villages.

Slave - Considered least important of
all, slaves were usually people who
could not pay their debts or those Slaves

captured in battle.

Many of today’s towns ton = settlement

and villages contain . pa .
references to the Anglo- Ing = meeti ng pl ace

Saxon names these ham = settlement

settlements would have den b woodland clearing
originally had, and give

clues about what they ford = river crossing

were like. Can you think — fortlﬁed place
of any local towns and

villages that contain = peo ple
these references? stead/sted = place




