
WALT understand transport methods in Ancient 
Egypt.

WILF: 

- Understand what transport was 
used in Ancient Egypt.

- Identify why this method of 
transport was used.

- Understand the role of water 
resistance on weighted boats.

- Build a stable structure.



What do you think were the main transport 
methods available in Ancient Egypt?



Did you know? Camels were not used for transport by the Ancient 
Egyptians – the Persians in 525BC first started using them for this, 
long after the Ancient Egyptians were gone.

https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/civil/egypt/egcl04e.html#:~:text=The%20vessel%20they%20use%20is,and%20wagons%20hauled%20heavier%20loads.


https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/civil/egypt/egcl04e.html#:~:text=The%20vessel%20they%20use%20is,and%20wagons%20hauled%20heavier%20loads.


https://www.historymuseum.ca/cmc/exhibitions/civil/egypt/egcl04e.html#:~:text=The%20vessel%20they%20use%20is,and%20wagons%20hauled%20heavier%20loads.


In 1954, an Egyptian archeologist
discovered this crafted ship buried in 
pieces right beside the Great Pyramid 
of Khufu. Now fully reassembled, this 
extraordinary royal craft, one of the 
oldest planked vessels in the world.

Click on the boat to watch a video about
a boat tomb! This shows the importance 
of boats to the Ancient Egyptian
people:
as well as using them for transport in
their regular lives, they believed that
a boat would passage them to the 
afterlife.

https://safeyoutube.net/w/Y7PL


But how did their boats work?

Boats float because they are 
buoyant.

The Ancient Egyptians would have
Carefully calculated the weight 
they loaded onto their boats and ships
to ensure smooth sailing.

Watch this short video to learn about
the buoyancy and the force (upthrust) 
that enables it.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zc89k7h/articles/zytqj6f


Today’s Activity:

Today you have two options.
Option 1: Build an Ancient Egyptian Reed Boat, using paper or straws. 
Then, float it and test it with different weights. 
What forces are playing a part in it’s success?
If you change the shape of the nose, does it affect the floating ability?

Option 2: Draw a diagram of the boat and label the most important parts 
and their uses. Label the forces that allowed it to float on the Nile.

You can take a look here for more information:
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/ancient-egypt/ancient-egyptian-
boats/

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/ancient-egypt/ancient-egyptian-boats/

