
Hello, Year Six!
We are continuing our work on the Doors unit this
week – from the Talk for Writing Home-School unit
by Jamie Thomas. This week, you will be writing
some more poetry before going on to plan and
begin your own portal story.



Work your way through this presentation and 
follow the instructions for each activity.
You will need:

- Your home learning exercise book to write in.

- Some scrap paper for note taking and doodles.

- A pen and  pencil

- A quiet space



This session is called ‘New Worlds’ Here is an 
extract from the booklet.

On the next slides, you will see a worked example of this idea, which 
you can use to help you when it’s your turn to write.



Focus on the detail – and use a picture or an 
object as a stimulus.
Look closely at the image 
and decide what 
elements are worth 
describing and exploring 
further. These will 
normally be things that 
you find your eye being 
drawn to. In this image, 
Jamie Thomas is drawn to 
the toadstools, the 
scaffolding staircase, the 
cave and the light. See 
what he does with these 
items on the next slide.





Now you try, using this
image – or choose one of
your own if you prefer.
Choose features that your
eye is drawn to and jot them
down and underline them.
You may want to make them
into a mind-map or copy the
table layout as on the
previous page. When you
have got a few items, jot
down all the ideas they
evoke – record whatever
pops into you head.



Step 3: Extend the Imagery



Step 3: Extend the Imagery
Over to you! Take the 
language and ideas you 
generated for your 
brainstorm on this – or 
your chosen image – and 
make your own poetic 
verse. As in the example, 
try to use rich, 
descriptive language and 
see if you can 
incorporate similes, 
metaphors and 
personification.  Share 
your poetry with me on 
SeeSaw. 


