
Supporting Literacy in 
Reception



Writing in EYFS

The aims of this session are –

• To inform you of the process of reading and writing.
• To give you tips and ideas about how to support your 

child in writing.
• To share the end of year expectations in writing.



Before Writing

Before children begin to write, they must be 
confident with speaking in full sentences and able 
to share their ideas with others. Children should 
also have good fine motor control to be ready to 
hold a pencil.
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The Process of Writing

Mark making
This is the first stage of writing when 
a child begins to make marks.



The Process of Writing

Letter like shapes
This is when children begin to 
understand that letters have meaning. 
They begin to identify letters in the 
environment and know some of the 
sounds they make.



The Process of Writing

Using letters to represent words
Children will then begin to write the 
initial sounds for the words they want 
to write and say their meaning e.g. ‘s’ 
means ‘snake.’



The Process of Writing

Simple words
Children then begin to segment sounds 
in words and write sounds in order.



The Process of Writing

Beginning to write simple sentences
The final stage is when children can have 
ideas about what they want to say, and 
attempt to write this down. They will write 
a simple sentence, writing sounds in order 
for each word and beginning to use finger 
spaces between words. 



The Process of Writing

Writing simple sentences
Children can confidently use their 
skills to write a ‘super sentence.’ This 
would include a capital letter to start 
the sentence, a finger space between 
each word and a full stop at the end.



End of Year Expectations for 
Writing

• Children use their phonic knowledge to 
write words in ways which match their 
spoken sounds.

• They write some irregular common 
words.

• They write simple sentences which can 
be read by themselves and others. Some 
words are spelt correctly and others 
are phonetically plausible.



End of Year Expectations



Letters and Sounds

Hear a whole word, segment it into units of 
sound
Grapheme/phoneme correspondence 

Single lettered phonemes (Phase 2)
Two/three lettered phonemes (Phase 3)

Read it
Write it



Phonics
Phase 2

Letters and Sounds area introduced…
s,a,t,p
i,n,m,d
g,o,c,k
ck,e,u,r,
h,b,f,l
ll,ss,ff

When reading we encourage the children to do 
the sound actions as they recognise the letters.

the, to, 
no, go, I 



Phonics

Phase 3

Digraphs – this is where 2 letters make one 
sound.

Activity Time…





























In order to read…

1. Decode (sound out) 
ship

sh-i-p

2. Blend (repeat the sounds in order, 
several times, stretch it!)

When writing we reverse the process –
we segment the sounds



How can you help reading 
at home?

- Locate title, look and discuss front cover. Use 
words such as characters, setting.
- Look at the pictures first and tell the story
- Read together, look for letters you know especially 
at the beginning of words
- Look for familiar parts of the words to help you 
read
- Sound out words and encourage to read tricky 

words
- Support reading on a daily basis



Developing your child as a writer

Help children understand the 
purpose for writing (e.g. shopping 
list, cards and letters)

Writing should be fun! 



Finally…

Reading and writing are huge skills to 
master – it takes time and practise!

Thank-you for your support!


