
WALT use the correct tenses.

WILF:
• Use different tenses depending on the event you’re talking about

• Use the correct spelling rules for each tense

• Double check your tenses afterwards with a read through

Monday 18th May 2020



The majority of your autobiography will be written in past tense, as it will refer to events that 
have already happened. However, you may sometimes talk about the present or the future.

Let’s recap the tenses…

Simple past present and future

Past tense: past tense occurred before now.
When we are referring to the past, we ad –ed onto the end of verbs. We also use the other past 
tense form of words. For example: can becomes could, will becomes would, shall becomes should 
and so forth.
Was, were, had, left, said are all past tense.
‘I ate a bagel for breakfast’.
Present tense:
Present tense refers to something that is currently happening.
is, can, am, have, live, watch, hear – it’s usually made up of root words without suffixes.

‘ I am living with a dog called Hilda.’
Future tense
This refers to something that is going to happen, but has not yet.
Shall, will, are, going to, suffixes. I am looking forward to watching the Olympics in 2021.



Don’t forget perfect tenses exist, too!



Don’t forget perfect tenses exist, too!



Let’s look at the different tenses used in an autobiography example…

Present tense Past tense Why do you think it changed tenses?



We change tenses to show when something takes place. That way, the reader is able to 
follow the order of things happening and knows whether it is still going on.

In an autobiography, the introduction is usually present tense, then the main paragraphs 
use past and perfect tenses. The conclusion used future tense to state the hopes for 
the future.

E.g.:        simple present tense  simple future simple past tense      present perfect  future perfect  
past perfect

My name is Cleopatra, I am 30 years old and I currently live in Egypt, where I was born. I will probably 
have lived here my whole life by the time I depart to the afterlife. So far, I have had a fascinating life, 
full of challenges and triumphs: I am sure you will not be disappointed to hear of my brave tale.

When I became pharaoh of Egypt, there had been many before me who left interesting legacies and 
monuments. I never would have imagined wrestling my way into their positions and creating a name 
for myself.



Your activity:

Write one or two paragraphs of an autobiography using different 

tenses as needed to refer to different people or events.

I would prefer you to write about a Pharaoh, but if you cannot 

remember enough facts, write about your own life.


