
WALT identify the features of a 
playscript.

WILF: 
- Highlight the different features of a play.
- Label the features (scene heading, character 
names, lines, stage directions, setting…)
- Identify the purpose of each feature.
+ Select vocabulary you find interesting to use in 
the future.



“SPAG-tacular” Semicolons

What is a semicolon? What are they used for?

Give two examples, including descriptive language.

Unsure? Watch the video.

https://safeyoutube.net/w/Q7ZM


What is a playscript?

A playscript is a piece of writing that is written to be performed on 
stage. It is usually to perform a story.

How do we find the features? Take a quick look at this video:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsn4h39/articles/zx8kng8


We are going to look at snippets of Shakespeare’s play, The Tempest.

At the beginning of lockdown, we looked at who Shakespeare is. He was an 
extremely important playwriter (person who wrote plays) who made some of the 
most famous plays in history and many of the expressions we use today.

If you have forgotten about him, watch this video.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7d7gwx/articles/zrxwy9q


Shakespeare wrote in old English, which can be difficult to understand. This is an example from 
The Tempest:

Canst though remember
A time before we came unto this cell?
I do not think thou canst, for then thou wast not
but three years old.

This roughly means: Can you remember when we were not in this prison cell? I don’t think so, 
you were only three.

To save us a lot of translating, we are mostly going to use a modern version of The Tempest, 
which has been translated in to today’s English.

We will look at snippets of Shakespeare’s language sometimes, too.



Today we are going to find the features of a playscript.

This is a list of features to look for.

Please ignore the question marks.

Note: you may not want
to use a narrator. The rest is needed.

In my boxing up today, I’ll explain what 
each feature does.

You can write about why it is important
in yours.



Act number
The ‘acts’ split up the play into 
different sections. In the theatre, 
you could add an interval (or short 
break) at the end of an act.  

Scene number
There are multiple scenes in a play 
which separate the action. Scenes 
can be used to separate 
characters which are in different 
locations or events, as well as to 
signal time passing and new 
settings. Usually, the setting does 
change, so we need a setting 
description.

Setting description
The setting description shows us
where we are located as well as 
the mood of the scene.



Character speaking
This is the character speaking. It 
is always the character’s name in 
capital letters, with a colon at the 
end. Think of the colon as listing 
their lines.

Stage directions
These are usually in brackets –
they describe emotions and 
movements to tell the actors what 
to do.



Lines

This is what the character is saying. 
You do not need inverted commas.
There is a new line for each new
speaker.

There is a capital letter at the 
beginning of the line, unless it is being 
continued from earlier.

If it is continued, there will be a
hyphen at the end of the character’s 
last line, then a new one at the 
beginning of the next.

The lines and stage directions are in 
present tense, unless the characters 
are referring to the past.



Your activity:

Box up Scene II of The Tempest (William Shakespeare, Neil Richards’ BBC 
adaption) the with the ‘T6. Week 6. Day 2. Play Script Features’.

You should identify each feature, box it up and label it.

Then, describe the importance of the feature.

Extra: underline any vocabulary you may want to use in the future.


