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February 2026
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome back to term 4. We hope that you had a restful break. We are very excited to be exploring ‘The Great Fire of London’ as our topic this term. We will be learning all about the event, and how this impacted London, in our History and Geography this term. 
In our English lessons we will continue our learning of The Great Fire of London by exploring Samuel Pepys diary and using this to create our own diary entries, imagining that we were alive in London in 1666. We will also be learning the song ‘London’s burning’ and creating our own words to the song. 
In maths we will be exploring numbers to 50. This will include making groups of 10 and thinking about the 10 times table. We will continue to look at numbers by partitioning them into tens and ones and thinking about one more and one less. read
We continue to teach phonics daily. This term we are still focusing on the extended code, particularly looking at /oo/, /u/ and /au/. We continue to explore one sound spelt in different ways. This is hugely supported by the reading books which are sent home each week. Please continue to these little and often, the fluency repeating these books helps the children to recognise the spelling of these words.
The children continue have the opportunity to visit the library every other Monday to choose a book to take home and enjoy. (This term it will be on 23rd, 9th and 23rd March)
In Science this term we will be learning about the human body. We will be identifying and naming parts of the human body, drawing diagrams and exploring the five senses. 
In History we will be learning about the events of the Great Fire of London. This will include comparing buildings and how people lived in the 17th century.
In DT the class will be creating their own Tudor houses, as it would have been like in London during the Great Fire of London. We will then be inviting the fire brigade in to help us safely burn our houses! Please see separate email asking for boxes.
In Music we are further exploring pitch and rhythm with non-pitched percussion instruments and introducing glockenspiels.

In RE we will be exploring the good news of forgiveness, peace and love that Christians believe Jesus brings. We will learn about Matthew the Tax Collector and how Christians believe that Jesus offers forgiveness, looking at their heart rather than what they have done in the past.

PE will be on Mondays and Thursdays. Please ensure that your child comes into school on these days in full PE kit, including a jumper. All children, with shoulder length hair or longer, must have their hair tied up each day at school.
We are not setting homework in Year 1 for this term, however please continue to support your child at home by listening to them read both their decodable book and other books and speaking to them about their learning in school. If you would like to explore any area of The Great Fire of London at home, we will happily share any projects with the class.
Please continue to ensure that your child comes to school each day with a waterproof coat with a hood. This allows us to give the children the maximum amount of time outside each day. 
Kind regards,
Mrs Bracher, Mrs Wray, Mrs Hamblin.
Year 1 Team
Headteacher:  Irèna Wooler					Deputy Headteacher: Rea Hamilton
head@westernroad.e-sussex.sch.uk					reahamilton@westernroad.e-sussex.sch.uk

Headteacher: Matthew Montebello						Deputy Headteacher: Irena Wooler
head@westernroad.e-sussex.sch.uk						irenawooler@westernroad.e-sussex.sch.uk
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