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September 2025
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to Elm Class! The children are making a fantastic start to the year, exploring their new classroom and outside area.
Our learning journey this term is ‘Who invented that and why?’ We will explore how vehicles have changed over time, focusing on trains, boats and cars in more detail. 
In our English lessons we will be exploring two books. Starting with ‘The Hundred Decker Bus’ by Mike Smith and moving on to reading ‘Steam train, dream train’ by Sherri Duskey. Through these books we will exploring our five senses and writing descriptions of characters and settings. 
We will be using Power Maths which is a Maths mastery programme designed to spark curiosity and excitement and nurture confidence in maths.  Our first unit focuses on the children’s ability to recognise, represent and manipulate numbers to 10.  Children will use concrete and pictorial representations to support their understanding and reasoning of numbers to 10. 
Phonics will be taught daily as a whole-class. Initially, we will be revising the sounds the children have learnt in Reception before moving onto to learning the next sounds.  
The children will have the opportunity to visit the library every other Monday to choose a book to take home and enjoy. (This term it will be on the 22nd, 6th and 20th) The children will also be issued their decodable reading books at the beginning of the week.  We ask that both library books and decodable books are returned on a Monday.
In Science this term we will be exploring materials; we will be sorting, classifying and finding out what they are used for and how suitable materials are for different jobs.  This will culminate in us testing various materials to build a boat which can float on water. 
In History we are exploring and comparing old and modern forms of transport, such as bikes, trains and cars. 
In Design Technology the children are going to become inventors. They will be tasked with the idea of making a ‘future proof’ vehicle. Through their knowledge of vehicles, from our topic, and materials, from Science, they will design and create a vehicle of their choice. 
In music we are listening for and moving with the beat. We shall be exploring percussion instruments and having lots of fun singing together. 

In RE we are learning about what it means to belong to a faith community and that non-religious and religious people join together in communities to help support each other. 

PE will be on Monday and Friday. Children will need to come to school in their PE kits on these two days.  If your child has pierced ears, please make sure that they can either take their earrings out themselves or that they do not wear them on these days as we are unable to allow the children to wear any form of jewellery for PE. 
We are not setting homework in Year 1 for this term, however please continue to support your child at home by listening to them read both their decodable book and other books and speaking to them about their learning in school.
The children have had a great start in Year 1 and we have been updating Tapestry regularly. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to speak to one of us after school. 
Kind regards,
Mrs Bracher, Mrs Wray, Mrs Hamblin.
Year 1 Team
Headteacher:  Irèna Wooler					Deputy Headteacher: Rea Hamilton
head@westernroad.e-sussex.sch.uk					reahamilton@westernroad.e-sussex.sch.uk

Headteacher: Matthew Montebello						Deputy Headteacher: Irena Wooler
head@westernroad.e-sussex.sch.uk						irenawooler@westernroad.e-sussex.sch.uk
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