
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weather The day-to-day conditions of the atmosphere. 
Weather can change quickly. One day it can be dry 

and the next it may rain. 

Climate Average weather conditions over longer periods 
and over larger areas. It would take a long time for 

the typical climate of an area to change.  

Temperature How hot or cold something is, measured in Celsius 
or Fahrenheit.  

Weather 
Forecast 

A prediction of what the weather will be like in the 
future. This is done by looking at weather patterns. 

Meteorologist A scientists who observes, studies or forecasts the 
weather 

Seasons The year is divided into four seasons; spring, 
summer, autumn and winter. 

Observations What you notice when you look carefully at 
something 

Record Keeping information about something that has 
happened such as a measure of how much rain has 

fallen. 

Extreme Beyond what is expected as normal 

Drought When there is little or no rain over a long period of 
time. 

Flooding When usually dry land is covered with a large 
amount of water. 

Blizzard A very heavy snowstorm with high winds. 

Heatwave Unusually hot weather over a long period. 

Hurricane A storm with extremely high winds 

Polar Weather relating to the North and South pole 
(polar regions)  

Tropical climate Very hot and humid. 

Mediterranean A type of climate which is characterised by dry 
summers and mild, wet winters. 

Mountains The temperature on mountains becomes colder the 
higher the altitude.  
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What is wind?  

Wind is moving air. 

The air around us is always moving 

— sometimes gently (a breeze), 

sometimes strongly (a gale). 

 

How is wind formed? 

Wind is caused by the Sun heating 

the Earth unevenly. 

The Sun heats different parts of the 

Earth at different rates. Land 

warms up faster than water. The 

equator (near the middle of the 

Earth) gets more heat than the 

poles. Warm air rises. When air 

gets warm, it becomes lighter and 

rises up. Cool air moves in to take 

its place. Cooler, heavier air from 

nearby areas moves in to fill the 

space left by the rising warm air. 

This movement of air is wind! 

  

     

                             

        

Global warming 


